Gentlemen,
 This will be the last newsletter of the 2009 season.  I want to thank all of you for your questions and plays this season as well as your dedicated commitment to the CS8 and high school football.  This season has gone by very quickly and overall has been very quiet which tells me all of you did a very good job.  As I stated in last week's newsletter, I will be conducting with the Springfield Area Officials Association off-season football meetings again this winter probably starting the second Wednesday of February.  I will send out an email announcement when the time gets closer to see how much interest there is to do this again.
 Special thanks to Brad Stearns who has quality checked my newsletter each week.  Brad makes sure my fingers put on the screen what my brain is telling it to type.  Sometimes I write like my immigrant great grandmother spoke in her broken English ... I throw the cow over the fence some hay .... think about it.  It was not always clear what I was trying to say.
 Plays/Rule/Mechanic Issues:
 Holding (9-2-1c offense, 9-2-3c defense):
I had a young official ask me the other day how to better detect holding penalties.  I responded watch the hands of the players.  I really believe we have all been condition by television to catch the obvious holding penalties, e.g. the arm bar around the rushing defensive player, the throw down (opponent is clearly thrown to one side), the dive at the feet of the opponent and grasp the ankle, and the less famous play ... I will just lay here on my opponent so he cannot get away.  This does not cover the thumb under the should pads, the grasping of the jersey, the hands under the arm pits of the opponent, etc.  Let's review the rules. which will also help us in the play-offs.
 Illegal Use of the Hands and Holding Rule 9-2-1c states, an offensive player (except the runner) shall not (c) use his hands, arms or legs to hook, lock, clamp, grasp, encircle or hold in an effort to restrain an opponent.  Rule 9-2-3c states, a defensive player shall not, use his hands or arms to hook, lock, clamp, grasp, encircle or hold in an effort to restrain an opponent other than the runner.  A good review of what is legal can be found by reviewing the definition of Blocking 2-3-2, 2-3-3, 2-3-4.  You will note during this review that holding can be called on both the offense and the defense.  Today's defenses are taught how to gain an advantage by holding the offense.  My point is we need to be watching for holding on both sides of the ball and not just on offensive linemen and defensive backs holding receivers.
 
Force/Safety or Touchdown (2-29-2, 4-3-1,2):
Play: K has the ball fourth and 24 from their 8-line.  K is in scrimmage kick formation with the punter standing in his end zone.  The ball is kicked and blocked by R behind the neutral zone.  The ball rolls into the end zone where R1 attempts to secure the ball only to muff it.  Several other R players attempt to secure the ball before R5 finally possesses the ball while his left leg is over the end line.  The ball is clearly in the end zone when possessed.  Is this a touchdown or a safety?  Ruling:  This is a safety.  Rule 2-29-2 states, a ball in player possession is out of bounds when the runner or the ball touches anything, other than another player or game official that is on or outside a sideline or end line. Art. #3 states, a loose ball is out of bounds when it touches anything, including a player or game official that is out of bounds.  Rule 4-3-1 states, when a loose ball goes out-of-bounds, the out-of-bounds spot is fixed by the yard line where the foremost point of the ball crossed the sideline.  When the ball becomes dead in the field of play because of touching a person who is out of bounds, the out-of-bounds spot is fixed by the yard line through the foremost point of the ball.  Art. #2 states, when the out-of-bounds spot is between the goal lines, the ball shall be put in play at the inbounds spot unless a forward pass is involved.  If the out-of-bounds spot is behind a goal line, it is a safety, field goal or touchback.  If the ball touches a pylon, it is out of bounds behind the goal line.  
The referee who sent me this play stated, "he could not stress enough how important backward mechanics are COMING OUT of an end zone.  The referee needs to remember he is a mirror reflection of the back judge going into the end zone.  Both the goal line and end lines need to be covered.  Had he been on the end line he would not have seen that B was out-of-bounds when he possessed the ball, even though the ball was still inbounds and a touchdown would have been awarded instead of the safety.  This is a good example of knowing your CREW MECHANICS and the RULES! 
Eligible Receiver (7-5-6 position & number requirements, 7-5-13 touching of a legal forward pass): 
Play:  A1 (#88) is the wide receiver, A2 (#23) is in the slot on the line-of-scrimmage between the wide receiver and the offensive tackle A5 (#79).  At the snap A2 drops back several yards (behind the line of scrimmage) and (a) catches A4's legal forward pass, or (b) catches a backward pass.  Is this legal?  Ruling:  It is illegal in (a) and legal in (b).  In (a) even though A2 wears a legal receiving number he may not receive a forward pass as he is illegal by position (he was covered by A1, number 88).  Rule 7-5-6 states, pass eligibility rules apply only to a legal forward pass.  The following players are eligible pass receivers: (a) all A players eligible by position and number include those who, at the time of the snap, are on the ends of their scrimmage line or legally behind the line (possible total of six) and are numbered 1-49 or 80-99. (see 7-2-5b Exception 2).   The penalty for this is covered under Rule 7-5-13 which states, an ineligible A player has illegally touched a forward pass if he bats, muffs, or catches a legal forward pass, unless the pass has first been touched by B. (5-yard penalty "previous spot-loose ball play" plus loss of down), in (b) Rule 7-4-2 states, if a fumble or a backward pass is caught or recovered by any player, he may advance.
Review
Free Blocking Zone/Chop Block (2-17-1,2,3 & 4, 9-3-6):
Art. 1: The free blocking zone is a rectangular area extending laterally 4-yards either side of the spot of the snap and 3-yards behind each line of scrimmage.  A player is in the free -blocking zone when any part of his body is in the zone at the snap.  
Art. 2:  Blocking below the waist is permitted in the free-blocking zone when the following conditions are met: 
    (a) ALL PLAYERS INVOLVED IN THE BLOCKING ARE ON THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE AND IN THE ZONE AT THE SNAP.  
    (b) The contact is in the zone.  
Art. 3:  Clipping is permitted in the free-blocking zone when the following conditions are met:
    (a) By offensive linemen who are on the line of scrimmage and in the zone at the snap.  
    (b)  Against defensive players who are on the line of scrimmage and in the zone at the snap.   
    (c) The contact is in the zone.  
Art. 4:  Blocking in the back is permitted in the free-blocking zone when the following conditions met:
    (a) By offensive linemen who are on the line of scrimmage and in the zone at the snap.
    (b) Against defensive players who are in the zone at the snap.
    (c) The contact is in the zone.
    Read 2.17.2 Situation E in the case book.  
Line of Scrimmage (2-25-1,2,3):
Art. 1:  The line of scrimmage for each team is a vertical plane through the point of the ball nearest the team's goal line.  It is determined when the ball is marked ready for play and remains until the next ready for play signal. Art. 2:  An offensive player is on his line of scrimmage when he complies with the position of a lineman (2-39-9..   Art. 3:  A defensive player is on his line of scrimmage when he is within 1 yard of his scrimmage line at the snap.
The point of this rule review is to ensure everyone understands what can be done in the free-blocking zone at the snap.  What I have seen recently are situations where an offensive lineman is not charging directly out for a  "Block Below the Waist" at the snap in order to be legal.  When an offensive lineman engages a defender below the waist after a teammate has already engaged the defender above the waist the second block "because it is delayed" is illegal and meets the definition of an illegal block below the waist or chop block. 
In addition to the above situation, I am still seeing linebackers who were off of the line-of-scrimmage being cut by offensive players (some are linemen and others are backs) blocking below the waist.  Keep in mind for an offensive player to "Block below the Waist" he needs to have some part of his body (definition above) in the free-blocking zone and the offensive player must be on the line of scrimmage at the snap (he is then considered in the free blocking zone and can block below the waist).   Linebackers who start the play deeper than 1-yard from the line-of-scrimmage cannot legally be blocked below the waist (2-25-3).  We must practice good mechanics so as not to miss these calls as this is a player safety foul.  Wing officials you have responsibility to the tackles, Referee you have the to the tackle looking through the backfield, umpire you have the center and guards.  Wings you may have the best look at the linebackers charging to the line.  Umpires if the linebacker is lined-up inside the rear end of the down defensive linemen they are within that 1-yard line of scrimmage.  Work as a crew to determine where the linebackers are when charging to the line to determine if the blocks are legal ... communication is key.  My experience has been most linebackers when 3-5 yards off the line at the ready for play signal are late in getting into the free-block zone line-of-scrimmage at the snap.  If they are being cut this is probably an illegal block.  Wings watch the tackles blocking below the waist on defensive ends who are not in the zone.  Also, watch for the ends and tackles to stand-up, step back and then block below the waist of a charging defender.  This is an illegal block by the tackle.  This is not hard to call, we just need to be alert for this type of action.
Illegal Blocking - Page 67 Rule Book (9-3-6):  
                                    Simultaneous Block 
        Blocker 1                    Blocker 2                    Blocker 3
        High                            Low                            Legal Block
        Low                             Low                            Legal Block
        High                            High                           Legal Block
 
                                       Delayed Blocks
    First Block                Second Block                    Ruling
    Low                                High                            Legal Block
    High                               High                            Legal Block
    High                               Low                             Chop Block
    Low                                Low                             Chop Block  
Unsportsmanlike Conduct - Unfair Acts (9-9-1,5)
Team A has the ball second and four from B's 12-yard line.  A8 catches a pass in the end zone where he is tackled by the facemask.  Team A elects to have the facemask penalty assessed on the succeeding kickoff.  After the unsuccessful 2-point try attempt, Team A now trails Team B by the score of 8-6. The extremely muddy field conditions have kept the scoring to a minimum. It is obvious that Team A will be attempting an on-side kick. After the back judge hands the ball to K11 (the kicker), he takes the ball and rolls it in the mud until the ball is covered in mud and then places it on the tee.  Is this legal?  Do we allow the kicker to kick the ball in this condition? How would you handle this situation?  Ruling:  This is unsportsmanlike conduct and constitutes an "Unfair Act" rule 9-9-1,5.  Art. #1 states, a player or nonplayer or person(s) not subject to the rules shall not hinder play by an unfair act which has no specific rule coverage.  Art. #5 states, neither team shall commit any act which, in the opinion of the referee tends to make a travesty of the game.  Under rule 1-3-3, the referee shall decide whether the ball meets specifications.  If the field is wet, the referee may order the ball changed between downs.  In the situation above, an unsportsmanlike penalty should be enforced and the ball cleaned or replaced.  If K does not have another ball then team B's ball can be used.
Changing the Ball (Rule 1-3-2): 
Art. #2 states, each team shall provide at least one legal game ball to the referee at the time the game officials assume authority for the contest.  Only legal game balls approved by the referee may be used during the contest.  Each team may use any referee-approved ball of its choice to free kick or start a new series of downs.  If a touchdown occurs following a change of possession and the scoring team did not put the ball in play, any referee-approved ball may be used for the try. 
The point of this review is to remind crews following a touchdown in which there is no change of team possession, the scoring team cannot bring a ball out for the try.  Some crews are allowing this in error.  A try is not a new series (8-3-1: this involves a scrimmage down which is neither numbered or timed). 
Have a great week #9 and I hope to see and hear from all of you next season.  As a reminder, the SAOA/CS8 annual football clinic will be the first Saturday of August 2010.  Next year's clinic will feature breakout sessions by position.  If you have anything you would like to see covered or you have any special play we need to review please forward me the game tape or topic(s) you would like to see covered.  If you would like to be a presenter please let me know that as well.
Thanks again for a great season.
Rick Karhliker
Central State Eight Conference Football Officials Assignor
Springfield Area Officials Association Football Secretary
217/496-2431 or 217/494-0509
