Gentlemen,
 Congratulations to all of you who have received post-season assignments.  What you must now do is begin preparing for the first round play-off game by reviewing your rule and case books and make sure you are following IHSA/NFHS mechanics.  Make this week's game your first play-off game so that as a crew you are ready for the first round games in a few weeks.
 Reminders:
Wing officials be sure to work wide .... stay off of the field as much as possible.  On most plays you should only be coming into the top of the numbers/ticks.  Only come into the middle of the field for crucial spots.  Do not use the excuse of not hustling into the middle of the field for a crucial spot for staying wide or off of the field.  Get to the goal line and work back when inside the 5-yard line.  Get good spots on forward progress.  A good spot could be critical to the outcome of the game, regardless of the quarter or period being played.  Take care of business on your sidelines!
 Back Judges do not stand in no man's land .... the end zone (this is the space between the goal line end the end line - a lot of you like to hang out there!).  As wing official you have either goal line or end line responsibility - be there.  Each play will dictate where you need to be.  A good rule is outside the 20-yard line you have the goal line.  If the play is a pass you may have to retreat to cover the end line or even come forward to rule on a goal line play if the pass play breaks down and is short or turns into a running play.  You cannot rule accurately on a touchdown when you are standing 5-yards deep in the end zone watching the runner/receiver.  On a scrimmage kick, get in a good position outside of potential receiver(s).  Have your bean bag out to mark the end of the kick.
 Umpires you have to be mobile.  You need to turn and assist on pass plays over the middle where only you may be able to rule on a catch.  All officials are to use NFHS signals for a catch ..... not the NFL catch signal.
 Referees do not get caught to close to the play or be to deep where you cannot see what is going on in the line.  Remember, coming out in the red zone you have the goal line and end line responsibility.  Be sure to cover the open side of the field on field goal and try attempts.
 All officials:  Quit watching the ball and watch the players around the ball.  You will see fumbles and incomplete passes.  You will not see clips, blocks in the back, holding, etc. when watching the ball.  You will actually become a better official when not watching the ball.  All of you must work as one unit.  All of you must know the rules.
 
Plays/Rule Interpretations: 
Inadvertent Whistle (4-2-3):
This may be one of the most misunderstood situations we as officials deal with.  First, an inadvertent whistle is not supposed to happen, but it does!  Then we have to figure a few simple things that we all to often get messed up.  Here is a play and then a quick review of this rule.
Play situation.  Team A has the ball second and eight on B's 30-yard line.  Quarterback A1 drops back to pass to A2.  While the ball is in the air B1 interferes with A2 and the ball is intercepted by B3 at the 50-yard line.  Immediately after the interception there is an inadvertent whistle.  How is this play/situation handled?  Answers. Rule 4-2-3 (a) states, (a) "the down shall be replayed if, during the down or during a down in which the penalty for a foul is declined, an inadvertent whistle is sounded while a legal forward pass or snap is in flight, or during a legal kick.
(b) The team last in possession may choose to either put the ball in play where possession was lost or replay the down if, during the down or during a down in which the penalty for a foul is declined, an inadvertent whistle is sounded while the ball is loose following a backward pass, fumble, illegal forward pass or illegal kick. 
(c)  The team in possession may choose to either accept the results of the play at the dead-ball spot or replay the down if, during a down during a down in which the penalty for a foul is declined, an inadvertent whistle is sounded while the ball is in player possession. 
(d) The penalty shall be administered as determined by the basic spot and takes precedent over inadvertent whistle administration if, during a down, a live-ball foul occurs prior to the inadvertent whistle and the penalty is accepted.
Review:  In the play above we have an inadvertent whistle during a legal forward pass live-ball situation (4-2-3a,d).  This play requires the referee to ask team A if they want to accept the penalty for the pass interference.  If "A" declines the pass interference penalty, it will be B's ball at the spot of the inadvertent whistle (bean bag).  "A" will more than likely take the penalty as it gives them back possession of the ball as Team B did not get the ball with "clean hands" and it gives team A a first down at team B's 45-yard line (previous spot foul, all-but-one principle).  The purpose of this review is that we are all to quick to replay the down and forget the penalty which takes precedent.  Slow down, even after the inadvertent whistle and get the play correct from the spot of the inadvertent whistle, to who has the ball, or was there a change of team possession.  Should a crew member inadvertently blows his whistle, own up to it.  Do not play deaf and dumb, or state it came out the stands.  More than likely a whole lot of people also heard the whistle.  Inadvertent whistles do happen, they should not, but they do.  That is why we have this rule to guide us on how to handle this unfortunate situation.  
 
Attempt to Conserve Time (Rule 3-4-6):
Team A leads by 7 points with about 6:00 minutes remaining in the 4th quarter.  For most of the game, Team A has been able to use significant amounts of time (5+ minutes) on their scoring drives.  Team A is methodically moving the ball down the field, and they run a play that ends in the middle of the field at Team B's 40-yard line, earning Team A a first down.  After the chains are set and the game clock is restarted, team A's right guard commits a false start.  The game shows 4:13 remaining in the game.  The penalty is administer and the referee decides not start the clock on the ready for play signal, and instead starts the clock on the snap.  The referee has invoked Rule 3-4-6 believing that starting the clock would give team A an unfair advantage.  Rule 3-4-6 states, "when a team attempts to conserve or consume time illegally, the referee shall order the clock started or stopped."  In this case/play it was the referee's opinion that Team A could have potentially ran out the clock on this drive by taking advantage of the additional 20 seconds or so they would have obtained by restarting the 25-second count had the clock started on the ready-for-play after the penalty which would have been to A's advantage.  Things to consider:  The general rule of thumb is most referee's don't think about invoking this rule until the game clock is under 2:00 minutes in a half.  However, there are caveats to this mind set:  (1) game situations have to be examined and considered very carefully (Could one team gain an advantage?  Could this help or allow a team to run out the clock?), (2) are there any extraordinary game conditions (i.e., strong wind, muddy track, etc.) that would potentially give one team an advantage.  If so, these need to be considered, and the general rule of thumb must be adjusted (possibly invoked at the end of a quarter, or invoked with more than 2:00 minutes on the game clock as done in this case).  This is an actual play in which neither coach questioned the actions of the referee.  He had either gained both of their respect, or neither had a clue what had occurred.  Case Book 3.4.6 Situation D provides us with another situation - similar play:  Play: With no time-outs remaining and fourth down with 40-seconds to go in the third period, K is preparing to punt into a strong wind.  With 20-seconds remaining K1 commits a false start.  Ruling: Penalize K 5-yards and start the clock with the snap.  Under normal circumstances, the clock would start with the ready-for-play signal, but this would permit the period to end and K could then punt with the wind.  K will not be permitted to gain this advantage by committing a foul to conserve time.
 
Fair Catch - No Catch Made - (Rule 6-5-1,3,6; 9-4-3b, 9.4.3 Comments):
Can a receiver who has signaled for a fair catch be blocked/tackled/contacted if he makes no attempt to catch the kick.  Here is the situation:  B24 is standing at his own 10-yard line to receive A's punt.  B24 signals for a fair catch, but sees that the ball is likely going to go into the end zone, so he makes no attempt to catch the punt.  The punt breaks the plane of the goal line for a touchback.  Prior to the punt breaking the plane of B's goal line, A15 contacts B24 with what would otherwise be a legal hit.  Do we have a penalty?  Ruling: Rule 6-5-1 states, "any receiver may signal for a fair catch while any legal kick is in the flight.  Any receiver who has given a valid or invalid fair-catch signal is prohibited from blocking until the kick has ended. 
Article 6-5-3 states, "only the receiver who gives the valid signal is afforded protection.  If after the receiver signals, the catch is made by a teammate (who has not signaled), it is not a fair catch but the ball becomes dead.  Article 6-5-6 states, While any free kick is in flight in or beyond the neutral zone to the receiver's goal line or any scrimmage kick is in flight beyond the neutral zone to the receiver's goal line, K shall not: (a) touch the ball or R, unless blocked into the ball or R, or to ward off a blocker; or (b) obstruct R's path to the ball.  This prohibition applies even when no fair-catch signal is given, but it does apply after a free kick has been touched by a receiver, or after a scrimmage kick has been touched by a receiver who was clearly beyond the neutral zone at the time of touching.  Rule 9-4-3b states, " no player or nonplayer shall; (b) charge into or throw an opponent to the ground after he is obviously out of the play, or after the ball is clearly dead either in or out of bounds.  What does all of this mean regarding this play?  Hitting a player who has given the signal while the ball is still alive is an Illegal Personal Contact foul - a 15 yard penalty.  Since this play is a loose-ball play we are going to administer the penalty if accepted from the previous spot and replay the down.  What must be taken into account here is the severity of the contact.  A simple bump or running into the play .... the old ooops play/contact, may not warrant a flag.  However, a hit severe enough to cause concern of an injury because the player has relaxed and has let his guard down should warrant a flag.  A game in which officials have repeatedly thrown flags for late hits, personal fouls, etc. should be used as a guide to help in controlling a rough game (meaning I am going to throw a flag).  Always error on the side of player safety.  Case book 9.4.3 Comments, has some excellent guidelines and examples to follow when in doubt as to how or when to invoke player protection. 
 
Play of Deception - Free Kick (Rule 9-6-4d):
An area team is reportedly using a play of deception for an on-side free kick.  The play is said to have an assistant coach and player standing near the team's sideline.  The official (BJ) has counted the K players and advises the kicking team to count their players, which is either ignored by the players, or a reply that the player is on his way out is given.  The official leaves to his side of the field and before the player comes out onto the field (players huddled for the on-side kick) the ball is kicked towards the player now coming towards his teammates ( there are few if any R players in position to cover this K player).  Ruling:  Rule 9-6-4d states, " it is illegal participation: (d) to use a player, replaced player, substitute, coach, trainer or other attendant in a substitution to deceive opponents at or immediately before the snap or free kick (15-yard live ball penalty from the previous spot).  This is a good example of why we ask coaches before the game if they have any unusual plays or formations.    
 
Have a great week #7 and keep the plays and questions coming in.
 
Thanks,
Rick Karhliker
Central State Eight Conference Football Officials Assignor
Springfield Area Officials Association Football Secretary
217/496-2431 or 217/494-0509
 
