Gentlemen, 
Most of the comments below were taken from the IHSA web page for this week's newsletter.  The most significant announcement is the rule interpretation change by the IHSA regarding rule 3-3-4b5 (Extending a Safety slide).  As most of you are aware this was bone of contention with most officials spearheaded by my good friend Brad Stearns.  The IHSA has finally rescinded the penalty enforcement following a penalty in the end zone .... it is back to the old way, or better yet, the correct way, award 2-points to the defense for the safety and free-kick from the 20-yard line.
2009 NFHS Football Rules PowerPoint Clarification
Slide 13 (label Frame 11) of the 2009 NFHS Football Rules PowerPoint contained a graphical error that should be noted. Though the play situation and new rules references are correctly listed, the graphic indicates that the free kick is to be made from the K’s 10-yard line. This kick should by rule be made from the K’s 20-yard line as there is not a yardage enforcement. The penalty for the foul as depicted is a safety. 

9/30  Jerseys (1-5-1c):
This is a reminder all jerseys must be tucked in (1-5-1c). Remind the captains and coaches the players need to keep the jerseys tucked in, even during the game. Officials, you can help by telling the players to tuck in the jerseys. This is a safety issue and we do not want any fingers or wrists hurt down the stretch going into the playoffs or during the playoffs.

9/30  Streamers/Towels (1-5-3k):
In several games I have attended (Mr. Gannaway), the running backs and receivers have had a streamer tucked in their pants. By rule this cannot happen. Towels have to be at least 4” by 12”. Anything smaller is a streamer and should not be allowed.  

Rule 1-5-3k states that uniform adornments shall be: 1) One unmarked moisture-absorbing white towel, which shall be no less than 4 inches in width and 12 inches in length and no greater than 18 inches in width and 36 inches in length.

9/30  Back Judges (IHSA Mechanics)
We have two areas that need to be addressed by the back judges in the remaining games. First, when the ball is inside the 20-yard line the back judges need to be in a position that will get them on the goal line if a running play takes place. There is no need to be positioned deeper than the goal line or, as the ball gets snap closer to the goal line, up to 7 yards back in the end zone on any play. When the ball is outside the 10-yard line and a running play takes place you must be on the goal line at the end of the play. Without being on the goal line we do not have good coverage for a touchdown. If the ball goes to the sideline pylon of the goal line you will get help from the wing official to verify that the runner was not out of bounds prior to the ball crossing the goal line. If it is a passing play, you still have plenty of time to get to the back of the end zone to view for a catch in that area of play.

Secondly, on punt coverage, the back judges are getting too close to the receivers which causes the back judges to re-position themselves. Get a position far enough away so that you limit your movement and have a wide view of the play.

Plays:
Penalty Enforcement - Starting the Clock (3-3-4d) :
Team A has second and eight from the team B's 30-yard line.  Team A lines up with two wide receivers numbered A80 and A20 on the line of scrimmage.  A20 is positioned in the "slot" and is covered by A80 at the snap.  Both A80 and A20 runs pass routes beyond the neutral zone.  Quarterback A10 rolls out to his left and throws a pass to A80 who scores an apparent touchdown on the play.  As soon as the pass crosses the neutral zone a flag is thrown.  After A80 crosses the goal line, B52 grabs A80 and throws him to the ground.  A flag is thrown for the dead-ball  personal foul.  How are these penalties handled?  Ruling: This play has a live-ball and dead-ball situation.  When A20 went down field he became an ineligible receiver creating a live-ball foul.  Team A is assessed a five yard penalty from the previous spot for this infraction which nullifies the score.  Team B is then assessed a 15-yard dead-ball penalty for the personal foul from the 35-yard line.  This results in a first down for team A from their 20-yard line.  The clock will start on the snap (3-4-3d). 

Game Film Review (1-6-1, 9-8-1 Situation J):
Recently, an officiating crew reported the following unusual incident during their game: The first half ended as any first game normally would.  At the beginning of the second half  the visiting coach asked one of the officials if it was permissible to view video of the current game at half time (1-6-1).  The head coach said he had knowledge the home team had watched game video from the first half of the game.  He asked the crew chief to ask the home team head coach if this was indeed true.  The crew huddled together and discussed this situation having never been faced with type of situation before.  They decided that since they did not have first hand knowledge of the accusation they would simply advise the visiting coach to submit a special report to the IHSA.  During the third quarter one of the assistant coaches started a discussion with the line judge by saying, "We saw on video that 'this and that' is happening."  The line judge then asked the coach, are you saying you watched a video at half-time?  The coach replied, "is that illegal?" Again the line judge asked are you saying you looked at video at half-time?  Again the coach then replies, 'I am fresh out of college, is it illegal to watch video during the game."  Indirectly the coaching staff just acknowledge they had watched parts of the first half game film. 

Correctly, the crew filed a special report with the IHSA and did not assess anything during the game.  Your opinion are being sought on this situation.  Did the crew handle this situation correctly?  Or should they have gone to the head coach and asked him directly if he watched video.  As we all know, you never know what you are going to have to rule on at any given game. 

Injured Player (3-5-10a, 3.5.10. Situation A & B):
Can a team use a time-out to keep an injured player in the game?

Rule 3-5-10a states a time-out will occur when: an apparently injured player is discovered while the ball is dead and the clock is stopped and for whom the ready-for-play signal is delayed, or for whom the clock is stopped.  The player shall be replaced for at least one down, unless the halftime or an overtime intermission occurs.  This time-out, if not charged, is an official's time-out.  Case book (3.5.10 Situations A & B)  Two situations are used to differentiate the difference between a team/player calling for a time-out to address an injury/bleeding as opposed to when an official calls for a time-out to care for an injured/bleeding player.  Very simply put .... if the player notices the blood/injury before an official and calls for the time-out he may re-enter and play during the next down provided the bleeding/injury has been cared for.  Conversely, if the official calls for the clock to be stopped to address the injury, the player is out for at least one down provided it is not the last down of the half, or during an over-time intermission. 

Horse Collar Tackles (9-4-3k):
If you are still having problems with the penalty enforcement aspect of this play, please call me to discuss your concerns.  There seems to be a number of incorrect assumptions being made regarding this rule.  Remember, a horse collar tackle can only take place in the field of play and the runner must be pulled backwards. 

Have a great game this week.  As always, keep your plays, comments and unusual situation coming in.

Thanks,
Rick Karhliker
Central State Eight Conference Football Officials Assignor
Springfield Area Officials Association Football Secretary
217/496-2431 or 217/494-0509

