Gentlemen,
 
It is hard to believe, but the regular season is already half-over.  Overall, the comments and observations from the coaches and athletic directors have been very good this season (I hope I did not just jinx us!).  Yes, there have been a few complaints/concerns, but few and minor in number and concern.  It is obvious we are studying more, our mechanics are better, and we are receiving many more favorable comments regarding our officiating.
 
Crew Discussion - Officiating Philosophy:
One area that we still need to improve in is the area of crew officiating philosophy.  What do I mean by this?  We need to learn to officiate advantage/disadvantage football when player safety is not in question.  The only way I know to discuss/teach this philosophy is for each crew to review and critique your games shortly after they are played.  This will allow each us to review the game and game situations while still fresh in our mind.  Openly discuss the flags that were thrown.  I have suggested someone in the crew be designated to keep track of the number and types of flags that were thrown during the game.  Question whether or not the foul had an impact on the play.  Was it a mandatory flag, i.e. false start, delay of game, encroachment, etc. We must always remember the fans do not come to a game to watch us throw flags.  Each game needs to find a tempo. We as officials need to find the tempo for the game we are officiating, and not try to set the tone/tempo for the game.  When reviewing game film, do not be afraid to admit, maybe I could have passed on that flag, or conversely, maybe I should have thrown a flag as I missed a call/foul badly.  Ask yourself did my call, or no call, affect the outcome of the play.  Was player safety involved?  Do not be in a hurry to throw a flag.  Example, its a hold, its a hold, its a hold, then the flag as it must have been a hold. Question why, or how did I miss a call,  why did I see the play the way I did?  Do not become defensive when discussing each others performances accept your partners comments and get better from the critique.  The purpose of the critique is to make you as an individual better, make your crew stronger, and for all of you to become a better crew.  When in doubt, do not hesitate to get an another opinion from a fellow official.    Always strive to improve, seek out feedback, and do not become defensive regarding your game.  We can all improve.    
Whistle Mechanics/Scrimmage Kick/Kick Catching Interference (6-2-3, 6-5-6):
During the past several SAOA/CS8 football meetings you have heard me repeatedly emphasize to only blow your whistle for plays in your respective zone.  Recently, I was advised of a play during an underclassman game where a scrimmage kick basically went straight up from the kicker and he ended up catching his own kick.  As this play developed the referee and umpire I am told quickly and correctly assessed the play while it was occurring and did not blow the play dead.  One of the line official recognized the ball would remain alive and did not blow his whistle.  As soon as the punter caught the kick the other players (A & B) basically stood around not knowing what to do and began to leave the area/field.  The remaining wing official after seeing no one had blown their whistle blew his to kill the play thinking the play was dead.  Obviously, the ball was still alive (6-2-3) and could have been advanced by either team as the ball had been recovered behind the line of scrimmage.  As we know, kick catching interference does not apply here as the touching was behind the neutral zone (6-5-6).  The purpose of this reminder is to be certain of what you have and to ensure you are killing a play only in your respective area.  In this case, neither team knew or understood the rule and blowing the ball-dead had no consequence on the play or game.  This is a good topic for your pre-game meetings each week.


Plays/Rule Interpretations (9-2-1a,b, 7-2-2, 2-3-3, ) Interlocked Blocking/Locked Hands:
This question/play was recently brought to my attention.  It deals with a flying wedge where the receiving team comes down the field with locked hands.  It was determined by another association this is legal until contact is made with an opponent(s) and then it is an illegal block resulting in a 15-yards penalty (this is the wrong penalty yardage).  Like most plays, several rule sections need to be researched to come to a correct answer.  This play at face value is pretty simple as we have rule section 9-2-1b describing what a player cannot do in this situation.  However, there are times where an interlocked blocking technique is legal (See below 7-2-2).  We need to know how it is permissible to use this technique legally, as well as when or how it is not allowed.  The penalty for interlocked blocking is 10-yards spot foul (p.66 Penalty).

Interlocked Blocking Allowed - Rule 7-2-2 (Formations): The players on each side of and next to the snapper may lock legs with the snapper, but any other team A lineman must have each foot outside the closest foot of the player next to him at the snap. A's players may stand, crouch or kneel.  Penalty: Illegal formation (5-yard), this is a live-ball penalty that would occur with the snap if observed (previous spot foul - keep in mind they can always shift into a legal formation as long as the interior lineman have not gone into a three point stance).  The purpose/intent of this rule and where it is usually observed is during a try, field goal, or punt as the offensive line attempts to keep the defense from breaking through the center of the line. 

Rule 2-3-3 (Blocking Definition): The blocker's hand(s) may not be locked nor may he swing, throw, or flip the elbow or forearm so that it is moving faster than the blocker's shoulder at the time the elbow, forearm, or shoulder contacts the opponent.  The blocker may not initiate contact with his arm or hand against an opponent above the opponents shoulder, but he may use his hand or arm to break a fall or maintain his balance. Case Book Plays (Interlocked Blocking) 9.2.1 Situation I: K is attempting a try by kick.  After the ball is snapped, the offensive guards and tackles each grab the jersey of an adjacent teammate.  The kick by K1 is successful.  Ruling: Grabbing the jersey of an offensive teammate is considered to be the same as grasping the teammate and it is interlocked blocking, which is a form of illegal use of the hands and carries a 10-yard spot penalty.  Any time offensive players grasp teammates in this manner, it would have to be considered interlocked blocking whether they grab each other at the shoulders, arms, legs, ankles, etc.  9.2.1 Situation J:  On a successful try for point by kick, the interior linemen of K all reached across and grasp the teammate immediately to their inside after the snap. Ruling: Interlocked blocking, 10-yard penalty from the spot of the foul since this spot is probably behind the basic spot.

Rule 9-2-1a (Illegal Use of the Hands): 
Art. 1, An offensive player (except the runner) shall not: (a) Use a blocking technique which is not permitted by rule (See 2-3-2 - legal blocking techniques, 2-3-3 - listed above), (b) Grasp or encircle any teammate to form interlocked blocking. (c) Use his hands, arms, or legs to hook, lock, clamp, grasp, encircle or hold in an effort to restrain an opponent.  Penalty: Illegal Use of the Hands and Holding (9-2-1, 2, 3)  are all 10-yard penalties administered from the basic spot (all-but-one principle applies). 
Intentional Grounding (7-5-2c,d), Illegal Forward Pass (7-5-2b):
Team A has second down and five from their 30-yard line. Quarterback A1 throws a forward pass from A's 25-yard line that is clearly intentional grounding.  (a) The covering official throws a flag for the intentional grounding infraction.  If team B accepts the penalty for intentional grounding, will it be second, third, or fourth down for team A following the penalty enforcement?  (b) If the penalty is accepted from where will Team A  be penalized from?  (c) What if the quarterback A1 runs to A's 42-yard line and throws a forward pass.  How is this play handled?  Ruling: (a) Intentional grounding carries a loss of down penalty provision attached to the yardage, it will be third down (simply put, the down is not replayed).   In (b), following the 5-yard penalty from the spot of the foul (25-yard line) it will be third down and 15 from A's 20-yard line.  In (c), It will be first down and 10 form the A's 37-yard line.  A1 is given the yardage gained prior to the illegal forward pass. In the scenario above, team A needed to advance beyond the 35-yard line to get a first down.  Penalizing Team A from the spot of the illegal pass (42-yard line) back to the 37-yard line gives team A a first down.  The loss of down aspect of a penalty has no significance following a change of possession or if the line to gain is reached after enforcement (7-2-2). 
 
Foul During a Scoring Play (8-5-2b):
*10.5.2 Situation:  A's ball second and 5 from its own 9-yard line.  A2 muffs the handoff and the ball rolls into A's end zone.  A1 picks up the ball and is immediately tackled by B3 in the end zone.  B3 grasped A1 by the face mask/helmet opening in making the tackle.  Ruling: If A declines the penalty, this play would result in a safety.  If the penalty is accepted, it will be enforced from the goal line, making it first and 10 for A from its 15-yard line.  Remember, A's muff is the force that put the ball in the end zone, thus the goal line is the used as the basic spot for the enforcement (10-4-7).  
 
10.5.3 Situation B (9-2-1c):  Third down and 12 on A's 40-yard line.  A1 drops back to throw a pass.  The pass is completed to A2 who scores on the run following the reception.  During the down, (a) A3 holds B1 on A's 37-yard line or (b) A's coach is observed standing inbounds on B's 20-yard line.  Ruling:  (a) if B accepts the penalty for holding by A3, the score is nullified and following enforcement it will be A's ball, third down and 25 to go on A's 27.  In (b) the score stands.  Following enforcement the try will be from A's 18-yard line. (9-2-1c, 9-8-1k, 10-5-3).  In (b) this is handled as an "unsportsmanlike foul" which mandates it is enforced from the succeeding spot - no choice to the subsequent kick off.
 
10.5.3 Situation C (8-2-3):  Late in the game R is trailing by 9 points as K prepares to punt from its 4-yard line.  During the kick, K2 holds R4 in the end zone.  R5 returns the punt for a touchdown.  Ruling: R may (a) accept the penalty, score the safety and have K free-kick from its 10-yard line (IHSA Rule interpretation and procedure); or (b) decline the penalty and accept the results of the play, which would be a touchdown (8-2-3).  This play is an excellent example of having to clearly explain the choices a team will have regarding a penalty.  In this case, A may very well accept the penalty for the safety to receive the ball on the free-kick as A will be kicking from their 10-yard line (once again IHSA interpretation and procedure). 
 
Have a great game this week and keep your questions, comments, and please keep forwarding me your unusual plays.  

Thanks,
Rick Karhliker
Central State Eight Conference Football Officials Assignor
Springfield Area Officials Association Football Secretary
217/496-2431 or 217/494-0509
