Gentlemen,
We had another very good week last week.  Several important games are on tap this week which should make officiating fun and bring out the best in us.  I received a number of questions/issues regarding rule interpretations and mechanics this past week.  Listed below are a few of the topics I felt you might enjoy reviewing in this week's newsletter.
 
Correction to Last Week's Newsletter (left out the word "in" from the definition):
Fair Catch (2-9-1):
The word "in" was left out of the rule/play explanation. Here is the rule (maybe I will learn to type someday):  A fair catch is a catch by a receiver of a free kick in or beyond  the neutral zone to the receivers goal line, or of a scrimmage kick beyond the neutral zone to the receiver's goal line, after a valid signal, under conditions in which the receiver forfeits the right to advance the ball in return for protection from being blocked or tackled by an opponent.
 
Correction to Illegal Fair Catch Signal (6-5-8) Penalty Enforcement: 
An illegal fair catch signal results in a 5-yard penalty, however it is not a PSK foul, it is a post possession foul where the basic spot is the end of the run (all-but-one principle applies).  An invalid fair-catch signal is a PSK foul.  Play 6.5.8:  R1 catches K1's punt and then quickly gives a fair-catch signal after advancing a couple of steps.  Ruling:  An illegal fair-catch signal by R1.  The spot of the illegal signal is the spot of the foul for enforcement under the all-but-one principle (2-9-5).  
 
This Week's Plays/Rule Interpretations 
Coaches on the Field (9-8-1i, 9-8-3):
Referee's & wing officials during your pre-game meeting with the head coach and prior to the kick-off remind him to not only stay out of the "Restricted Area" during live-ball situations (9-8-3), but also to stay off of the field (9-8-1i).  This rule clearly states, "No coach, substitute, athletic trainer, or other team attendant shall act in an unsportsmanlike manner once the officials assume authority for the contest.  Examples are, but not limited to: (i) Being on the field except as a substitute or replaced player (See 3-7-6 "illegal substitution"; 9-6-4a "illegal participation").  There have been some area coaches who have stated they have not been told they cannot be on the field!  This rule is not limited to dead-ball situations, but all of the time.  
 
Choice to Snap or Free Kick (6-5-4):
The captain may choose to free kick or snap anywhere between the inbounds lines on the yard line through the spot of the catch when a fair-catch is made or through the spot of interference, when a fair catch is awarded.  These choices remain if a dead-ball foul occurs prior to the down, or a foul or an inadvertent whistle occurs during the down and the down is replayed (6-5-4).  6.5.4 R1 signals for a fair-catch beyond the neutral zone on K's 40-yard line.  K2 interferes with R1's opportunity to make the catch.  R chooses an awarded fair-catch and to put the ball in play with a snap.  During the down: (a) A1 gains 15-yards and the coach of B is charged with an unsportsmanlike foul: or (b) B2 commits pass interference ; or (c) an inadvertent whistle sounds during A1's forward pass.  Ruling: in (a) the unsportsmanlike foul during the down does not give A another choice to snap or free kick.  However, in (b) A may snap or free kick following penalty enforcement.  In (c) the down is replayed and A has the option to snap or free kick (10-4-4a).  
 
Kick-Catching Interference Penalty (6-5-6):
Remember, if you have kick-catching interference you are to award a fair catch at the spot of the foul, or penalize 15-yards from the previous spot of the foul, not from the awarded fair catch spot.  This should not be penalized as a Personal Foul for a late hit.  If the hit is vicious, and to punish a runner, it should be ruled flagrant with the appropriate ejection and penalty yardage.  This call is very unlikely to occur, but could happen, keep your head-up and be ready. 
 
Plays sent in: 
I have tried to paraphrase the following plays to streamline them and to illustrate a couple of points.  The question began asked in the first question dealt with a double-foul situation.  You will note this action does not meet the criteria needed for a double-foul.
 
Dead-ball Fouls (2-16-2b, 2-32-13, 8-2-4):
The following play/question was initially presented regarding how to handle a double foul situation:  Question/Play: Regarding fouls following a score and with the new rule 8-2-4, either team has an option if there is a penalty before the ready for play signal.  Using the example of a horse-collar tackle by B on a touchdown run, and A commits a late hit penalty after the ball has crossed the goal line. How would this be handled?  Answer:  Both of these fouls are dead-ball fouls that occurred after the touchdown, the ball is dead once it crosses the goal line.  These two fouls do not constitute a double-foul situation.  (A double foul by definition is one or more live-ball fouls (other than nonplayer or unsportsmanlike) committed by each team at such a time that the penalties offset.)  Technically, the described horse-collar tackle could not have occurred after the touchdown as it becomes a personal foul once the goal line is crossed.  (A horse-collar tackle can only occur in the field of play - once the runner crosses the goal line or the sideline he is no longer a runner, also by definition as he has to possess a live-ball)  Dead-ball penalties are always handled in the order in which they occur.  In the play described above, Team A would get the first choice in this play,  their choices are to have the penalty assessed on either the try or kick-off (if there is to be a kick-off).  Team B would then get its opportunity to have the late hit personal foul assessed on the try (18 yard line) or the kick-off (if there is to be a kick-off).  If both teams elect to have their fouls administered on the succeeding kickoff, both fouls are administered, and the final outcome will be that the yardage marked off will be the same in each direction, the net effect being off-setting.

Depending on the game situation (i.e., how much time there is left in the game and whether A needs two points or one, etc.), B might arguably have the advantage, as they could have an effect whether A goes for a 1-point conversion or 2. A will have the first option to penalize B’s foul, taking the ball to the 1½ yard line on the try or 15 yards on the kick-off. Then it will B’s option. There are 4 scenarios:
1. A takes the penalty on the try (to the 1½ yard-line), B takes penalty 15 yards on the try (back to the 16½ yard-line). 
2. A takes the penalty on the try (to the 1½ yard-line), B takes penalty 15 yards on the kickoff (A kicks from their own 25). 
3. A takes the penalty on the kickoff, B takes penalty 15 yards on the try (back to the 18 yard-line; A kicks from B’s 45). 
4. A takes the penalty on the kickoff, B takes penalty on kickoff (A’s try goes from 3 y-line; yardage portion of the penalties on the kickoff effectively cancel, A will kickoff from their 40 yard-line). 

Penalty Kicking Game (10-2-1,2):
K1 is in punt formation on 4th down with 5 yards to go.  At the snap and before the ball is kicked, K2 is flagged for illegal motion.  R1 catches the ball on his 20-yard line.  During the return, R2 is flagged for an illegal block at R's the 30 yard line.  During the return, R1 fumbles the ball on his 40-yard line, where K3 picks it up and returns it to the 10-yard line where he is tackled.  During K's run,  K3, and K4 clip on their 20-yard line.  How is all of this sorted out and handled?  Ruling: First, K did not get the ball with clean-hands and they ended up with the ball after a change of possession (foul at the snap for a motion penalty).  R committed a foul during the play, and did not end up with the ball after the fumble.  This creates a double foul, replay the down. 
 
Free Blocking Zone (2-17-1,2,3 & 4):
Art. 1: The free blocking zone is a rectangular area extending laterally 4-yards either side of the spot of the snap and 3-yards behind each line of scrimmage.  A player is in the free -blocking zone when any part of his body is in the zone at the snap.  
Art. 2:  Blocking below the waist is permitted in the free-blocking zone when the following conditions are met: 
    (a) ALL PLAYERS INVOLVED IN THE BLOCKING ARE ON THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE AND IN THE ZONE AT THE SNAP.  
    (b) The contact is in the zone.  
Art. 3:  Clipping is permitted in the free-blocking zone when the following conditions are met:
    (a) By offensive linemen who are on the line of scrimmage and in the zone at the snap.  
    (b)  Against defensive players who are on the line of scrimmage and in the zone at the snap.   
    (c) The contact is in the zone.  
Art. 4:  Blocking in the back is permitted in the free-blocking zone when the following conditions met:
    (a) By offensive linemen who are on the line of scrimmage and in the zone at the snap.
    (b) Against defensive players who are in the zone at the snap.
    (c) The contact is in the zone.
    
    Read 2.17.2 Situation E in the case book.  
 
Line of Scrimmage (2-25-1,2,3):
Art. 1:  The line of scrimmage for each team is a vertical plane through the point of the ball nearest the team's goal line.  It is determined when the ball is marked ready for play and remains until the next ready for play signal. Art. 2:  An offensive player is on his line of scrimmage when he complies with the position of a lineman (2-39-9..   Art. 3:  A defensive player is on his line of scrimmage when he is within 1 yard of his scrimmage line at the snap.
 
The point of this rule review is to ensure everyone in the crew understands what can be done in the free-blocking zone at the snap.  What I am hearing and seeing are situations where linebackers are charging the line, whether they are on the line at the snap or not becomes part of the determination as to whether a "Block Below the Waist" is legal or not.  If the linebacker is late in getting to the line (another words the snap occurs before the linebacker gets to the line of scrimmage) he cannot be blocked below the waist. Keep in mind if any part of his body (definition above) is in the free-blocking zone and he is on the line of scrimmage at the snap, he is in the zone and can be blocked below the waist.  We need to practice good mechanics so as not to miss these calls.  Wing officials you have responsibility to the tackles, Referee you have the to the tackle looking through the backfield, umpire you have the guards.  Wings you may have the best look at the linebackers charging to the line.  Umpires if the linebacker is lined-up inside the rear end of the down defensive linemen they are within that 1-yard line of scrimmage.  Work as a crew to determine where the linebackers are when charging to the line to determine if the blocks are legal ... communication is key.  My experience has been most linebackers when 3-5 yards off the line at the ready for play signal are late in getting into the free-block zone line of scrimmage at the snap.  If they are being cut this is probably an illegal block.  Wings watch the tackles blocking below the waist on defensive ends who are not in the zone.  Also, watch for the tackle to stand-up, step back and then block below the waist of a charging defender.  This is an illegal block by the tackle.
 
Review:
Illegal Blocking - Page 67 Rule Book (9-3-6):  
                                    Simultaneous Block 
        Blocker 1                    Blocker 2                    Blocker 3
        High                            Low                            Legal Block
        Low                             Low                            Legal Block
        High                            High                           Legal Block
 
                                       Delayed Blocks
 
    First Block                Second Block                    Ruling
    Low                                High                            Legal Block
    High                               High                            Legal Block
    High                               Low                             Chop Block
    Low                                Low                             Chop Block  
 
 
Thanks for your questions and comments this past week.  Once again, please send me your unusual plays or rule interpretations so we all may learn and get better from what you are seeing or experiencing.  It is hard to believe it is already week #4!  Have fun officiating and a great game.
Thanks,
Rick Karhliker
Central State Eight Conference Football Officials Assignor
Springfield Area Officials Association Football Secretary
217/496-2431 or 217/494-0509
