Gentlemen,
 Overall we had an uneventful week #2.  On a positive note, we unfortunately have experienced a number of injuries/illnesses that has required crews to find replacement help and to date we have been able to fill those slots.  I want to thank all of you who have stepped up and contributed.  I know it is not always easy or the popular thing to do at home when you thought you may have had a night off.
 Correction to Week #2 Newsletter:  in answer (b) (below) the word NOT was left out of the answer.  Only two people caught this error and brought it to my attention! Correction below in red.
Effect of R Touching a Scrimmage Kick
Fourth and 10 on K's 45-yard line.  K1 punts the ball beyond the neutral zone.  R1 muffs the ball back behind the neutral zone where K1 recovers and: (a) falls on the ball at K's 40-yard line; or (b) throws a forward pass to K3 which is complete at the 50-yard line and R1 interferes with K3; or (c) K1 punts the ball and R1 fair catches at his 30-yard line.  Ruling:  Since R1 touched the kick beyond the neutral zone, it will be first down for the team in possession in (a), (b), and (c).  In (a) it is also a first down for K at K's 40-yard line.  In (b), the pass is legal as there has Not been a change of team possession.  If K accepts the penalty for interference, it will be K's ball at R's 40-yard line (15-yard previous spot foul penalty and automatic 1st down). In (c), the second punt is legal as there had been no change of team possession.  The ball belongs to R first and 10 on its own 30-yard line(5-1-2f, 6-2-1, 7-5-1).   
 

Issues/Plays:
This past week we had a game in which several unsportsmanlike fouls were called.  It is my understanding the crew did an outstanding good job in controlling a game that could have easily gotten out of control by taking charge of the situations.
 Unsportsmanlike conduct does not warrant a pass.  It needs to be addressed immediately and decisively.  To overlook or pass on this conduct will only create retaliatory situations, if not immediately, later in the game.  These are the types of situations that work against us when later reviewed.
 
Knee Pads:
Several crews have noted alterations to the knee pads worn by area high schools. In one situation the players have elected to wear volleyball knee pads under their pants, in another they are wearing wrestling knee pads.  The questions being asked is, "is this altering the game uniform/required equipment and is it legal to wear?"  Answer: The book does not dictate what types of knee pads are to be worn, only that they be worn AND the knee pads are covered by the pants. Rule 1-5-6d states, "knee pads unaltered from the manufacture original design/production which are worn over the knee and under the pants and at least 1/2 inch thick or 3/8 inch thick if made of shock absorbing material."
The reason for bringing the above issue/rule to your attention is to emphasize a point my good friend Bill Laude has taught me as Rules Interpreter, that is, where does it say in the rule book we cannot do something.  To often, and I would venture to say most of the time, we (myself included) looked to the rule book to verify what a team could do, as opposed to saying why can't they do it.  The knee pad explanation above illustrates this point.  This is just another way for us to look at the rule book when we use it.

 
Pass Interference:
During a recent underclassman game a coach approached an official to voice his disagreement over a pass interference call.  The coach cited the rule book stating that pass interference restrictions are in effect for all A and B players until the ball is touched or the pass is incomplete. He was trying to justify the actions of one of his players who had run into and knocked down the defender so he could catch a pass.  As we know, pass interference restrictions on a legal forward pass begin for (a) A with the snap, (b) B when the ball leaves the passer's (Rule 7-5-8).  The coach's point was that is was permissible for his receivers to run into the defenders (knocking them down to create separation) because pass interference restrictions did not apply to A.  Unfortunately the coach did not read far enough in the rule book as,  Rule 7-5-10 states, "It is forward pass interference if: (a) Any player of A or B who is beyond the neutral zone interferes with an opponents opportunity to move toward, catch, or bat a pass. (b) .... hinder an opponents vision ...."  The point of this is to demonstrate that we must know all of the rule, not just part of it, especially when discussing rules/issues with a coach. Remember, what Mr. Doan advised, Always take a witness (fellow official) with you when speaking to a coach.
 
When does the Clock Start - End of the half/game?
Team A has run most of their plays during the first half out of the shotgun formation.  With five seconds to play in the second quarter, A1 takes a snap from the shotgun formation and immediately spikes the ball to the ground next to eligible A2 who is still in his halfback three-point stance near A1.  The ball is blown dead with two seconds on the clock.  Is this a penalty, and if it is a penalty, when does the clock start?  Ruling: Rule 7-5-2d states, "an illegal forward pass is a foul.  Illegal forward passes include: (d) A pass intentionally thrown incomplete to save loss of yardage or to conserve time.  Exception: It is legal to conserve time by intentionally throwing the ball forward to the ground immediately after receiving a direct-hand-to-hand snap.  Since A1 received the snap from the shotgun formation this is a foul even though he has eligible A2 standing next to him (obviously the action was done to conserve time).  This is also a loss of down penalty.  Case Book 3.3.4 Situation B:  The clock is running with 10 seconds remaining in the fourth period as A1 drops back about 4-yards and intentionally grounds a forward pass to stop the clock.  The penalty is accepted.  The referee starts the clock on the ready for play signal following penalty enforcement and time expires before A can snap the ball.  Ruling: If B accepts the penalty for A's foul, the game is over and there is no un-timed down as A had an accepted penalty on the last timed down that called for loss of down. 3.4.6 Situation D: With no time-outs remaining and fourth down with 40-seconds to go in the third period, K is preparing to punt into a strong wind.  With 20-seconds remaining K1 commits a false start. Ruling: Penalize K 5-yards and start the clock on the snap.  Under normal circumstances, the clock would start with the ready-for-play signal, but this would permit the period to end and K could then punt with the wind.  K will not be permitted to gain this advantage by committing a foul to consume time.
 
Conferences/Time-outs (Rule 2-6-1,2)
The proper manner in which to handling an authorized time-out still seems to be an issue among crew(s) or even crew member's.  Whenever a time-out is called, whether it is a team's request,  or an official's time-out,  the teams may go to their respective side-line, or have one coach come onto the field, even leave and then another coach come out as long as there is only one coach on the field between the hash marks at a time.  In addition, they (the coaches or players) may confer along the sidelines during an injury time-out.  All that is required is that the offensive team get the snap off prior to the 25-second count elapsing (delay of game penalty).  I am very much aware the casebook contradicts this statement, however question #11 of the Part I test was thrown out because the wording in 2-6-1,2 is vague as it does not say they cannot do any of the above.  Keep in mind, the casebook is only to guide us through understanding the rules and is not a rule book.  My point, is to let the teams and coaches interact during time-outs as there is nothing to keep them from doing it.  If you are only going to have a short delay (i.e. player injured near his own sideline) then it is in everyone's best interest to keep the game moving.  An official's time-out does not have to be any exact amount of time.
 
Field Markings 1-2-3d,g, Notes 2
A question was asked this week about a 3rd restrictive line being added to a team box (similar to what the NCAA uses).  Is this legal?  Answer: (d) The NFHS only requires a 4-inch-wide restraining line be placed around the outside of the field, at least 2-yards from the sidelines and end lines, as an extension of the line limiting the team box area, except in stadiums where the total playing enclosure does not permit the restraining line.  It is recommended that the restraining line be marked by placing 12-inch-long lines, separated at 24-inch intervals.  (g) Team boxes shall be marked on each side of the field outside the coaches' area between the 25-yard lines for use of coaches, substitutes, athletic trainers, etc., affiliated with the team.  The coaches' area is a minimum of a 2-yard belt between the front of the team box and the sideline, and becomes a restricted area when the ball is live. (2) It is recommended goal lines and the team box boundaries be marked in a color which contrast with other field markings and the area between the sidelines and the team box boundaries be solid white or marked with diagonal lines. The rules do not prohibit a team from placing a third line for the team to stand behind (it is legal).
 
Safety Procedures Clarified 3-3-4b5 (Rules Interpretation)
The play/procedure stands as explained in the slide presentation (3-3-4b5).  We will penalize the offending team after their actions (offensive foul) creates a safety in their end zone.   Keep in mind the following as you think through this scenario.  The result of the play explained in this slide (Team A holding in the end zone) creates/causes the safety.  A penalty is not assessed against Team A as a result of the play, the end result of the play (accepting the penalty that occurred in the end zone) creates the 2-point scoring play.  So, trying to justify that we are penalizing team A twice does not hold water, it would be no different than team A or B scoring a touchdown on the play .... it is the end result of the play ( in the slide it is a safety).
Team A in this slide is penalized for holding in the end zone which causes the play to end in a safety (if the penalty is accepted).  The holding penalty is then assessed as prescribed in 8-2-4 which states, "If after a touchdown - scoring play and prior to the initial ready-for-play for the try(there is no try on a safety), either team commits any foul for which the basic spot is the succeeding spot, the offended team may have the penalty enforced on the subsequent kickoff."  This includes a safety as it is a scoring play.  Rule (8-2-4) is not limited to touchdowns, try's, or field goals as by rule a safety is included a scoring play.  The paradigm we must overcome is this is not how we have always done it.  The rule changed this year to include penalizing a team after a scoring play (i.e. safety).
As was discussed many times during my conversation with Bill Laude and Mr. Gannaway, this play does not occur very often so it should not present a problem, and secondly, this is a new rule which is why we have never enforced it in the manner now prescribed.  Enforce this type of infraction as Mr. Gannaway has outlined on the slide (from the 20-yard line).
 
Kick Catching Interference
K11 scrimmage-kicks the ball from his 30-yard line.  R1 does not signal for a fair catch.  The ball and K1 arrived to hit R1 at the same time.  How is this play handled & why?  Ruling: Rule 6-5-6,7,8,  states, "while any free kick is in flight beyond the neutral zone to the receiver's goal line or any scrimmage kick is in flight beyond the neutral zone to the receiver's goal line, K shall not: (a) Touch the ball or R, unless blocked into the ball or R, or to ward off a blocker; or (b) Obstruct R's path to the ball."  This prohibition applies even when no fair-catch signal is given, but it does not apply after a free kick has been touched by a receiver, or after a scrimmage kick has been touched by a receiver who was clearly beyond the neutral zone at the time of touching. Exception: K may catch, touch, muff or bat a scrimmage kick in flight beyond the neutral zone if no player of R is in position to catch the ball. Art. 7, A receiver shall not give an invalid fair-catch signal.  Art. 8, The runner shall not give an illegal fair-catch signal. Penalty: For interference, R may accept a 15-yard penalty from the previous spot and replay the down or choose to accept the penalty of an awarded fair catch at the spot of the foul.  Invalid or illegal fair-catch signal are post scrimmage kick fouls resulting in a 5-yard penalty being assessed from the spot of the foul or end of the kick.
Kick catching interference should always be part of your pre-game meeting.  The game and second half always start with a free-kick, there are generally a number of scrimmage kicks during a game and the kicking game has always required us to be on our toes and at our best.  If the game starts with an on-side kick, will your crew be ready?  Can you have a valid fair catch signal in or behind the neutral zone on a free-kick or scrimmage kick? .... NO, only beyond!  Do you have your bean bag ready? Has the on-side kick been grounded before it was touched/recovered?  Has K interfered with R's opportunity to catch the ball even when a fair-catch signal has not been given?  A lot to think about in a short amount of time especially if you have not discussed kick catching interference during your crew's pre-game!  Where is the ball set after an awarded fair catch?  What is the procedure to be followed if the receiving team wants to put the ball in play with a free-kick?  What happens to R's/B choices if there is a penalty (A or B) before R/B kicks?  Can the ball be reset (different location) after an acepted penalty?  This is why everyone on the crew must know the rules and procedures.
Have a great week #3.  Please continue to forward your unusual plays and questions.
