Gentlemen: 

It finally FOOTBALL SEASON, the best time of the year!  Listed below are a few reminders to help all of us get off to a good season.  Once again, I will try to get a newsletter out regarding the rules, mechanics, plays and points of interest brought to my attention each week.  Please forward your plays or topics to me as soon as you can each week so that I can get them into the weekly newsletter.  Here we go ....

Crew schedulers you should be contacting (if you have not done so already) the Athletic Director for at least your Week #1 game(s).  You can find the Athletic Director's name and email address in most cases on the IHSA web page using the school directory.  Remember, those of you who are officiating CS8 games need to contact the Athletic Director to tell them who will officiating the assigned game (this includes underclassman games).  Failure to do so will result in one check being issued to the crew scheduler.  This was the agreement that was made to keep football officials from having to pay the Arbiter $5 scheduling fee. 
 

Professionalism:  

Be on time, "no better yet, be early!"  Nothing affects a crew's concentration and mood more than to have a crew member who is late.  It also puts the athletic director in a bad mood! 

As we know, being late to a school is a "cardinal sin."  You & your crew's  first impression is shot.  Remember to call or email the school at least one week before your game.  Advise the athletic director who will be officiating the game and what time they can expect you to arrive.  Leave your cell phone number with the athletic director in case their is trouble during your travels.  Ask the athletic director to provide you with an emergency contact number (usually his cell phone number).  Do not take for granted you will be going to the same locker room or will be parking in the same location.  Get directions from the Athletic Director or his designee. 

 

Sportsmanship:
Demonstrate through your conduct on the field, we (coach's, players & officials) are working as a unit tonight and nothing less than one's best effort & behavior will be acceptable.  Be a good listener, be sincere, and do your best.

 

Conflict Resolution:  

To resolve conflict you must be a good listener.  You must know the rules and case book (this is really the best way to resolve conflict as it will/should keep you out of trouble!).  Take charge, but be flexible.  Work as a unit, if you made a mistake and it can be corrected, correct it.  This is only game ... be prepared (mentally and physically) before you get to the game.

 

Reminders:
Follow the new IHSA guidelines regarding the Lightning/Thunder Guidelines.  Remember, if you see ground to sky lightning as well as when you hear thunder leave the field immediately.  Thunder has been added to the criteria for suspending a game this year.  Do not put yourself or anyone else in "harms way" for the sake of getting a game completed or done quickly.  Error on the side of safety. Athletic Director's have a plan in place for clearing your stadium.  The game can be resumed by IHSA guidelines 30 minutes after the last clasp of thunder or bolt of lightning.  A/D's discuss game contingency plans before game day with your officiating crew, school administrators, and coaches.

***************************************************************************************************************

Weather Procedures - CS8:
Should we (the CS8 Conference) have a game suspended due to weather, please plan accordingly to officiate on the following day.  I know this will not always be possible for all of you as some of you officiate college games.  The Central State Eight Conference will be paying for a complete game should you need to return to complete the game.  In addition, if your crew is fortunate enough to complete their assigned game and you and/or your crew are available to help out to complete other games in the area, please let me know as-soon-as-possible.  This will be a big help to all of us who are affected by a game suspension/cancellation.  Remember crew schedulers to check the Arbiter before departing for any of your games should weather be a concern/issue.
***************************************************************************************************************

Clarification to Rule: (8-2-2, 8-2-3, 8-2-4, 10-5-1f)
Those who attended the Rules Interpretation Meeting on Saturday August 1, 2009 heard me state that an unsportsmanlike penalty against the offense that occurred prior to the runner crossing the goal line would be administered on the try (this comment came directly from the Interpreter's Manual provided to me).  Our group discussion clearly addressed this ruling as being in direct conflict to Rule 8-2-4.  I brought this situation to the attention of Mr. Gannaway who stated, "we are to follow Rule 8-2-4," which provides either team with the option of having the penalty administered on the try or the subsequent kickoff.  This should clarify any confusion that existed.
 

Restricted Area (1-2-3g, 9-8-3):
Keep the coaches, players, & non-players behind the two yard safety line (in the team box) during a live-ball.  Do not be afraid to throw a flag for an observed infraction.  They (coaches, etc.) will learn much faster if we are consistent in our calls.  This rule was put in place for their safety and ours.  If there is a problem with non-players i.e. camera crew, statitician, contact the school administrator in charge and clear the sidelines.  School administrators please assist the officiating crews by keeping all non-essential personnel off of the playing field area.   Also, ensure your field has been properly marked.  Last year we had a few schools who did not mark their fields properly (2-yard off-field restraining line).  These restrictions include properly lining underclassman fields.  If the field is not properly marked a report is to be forwarded to the IHSA using a "Special Report Form" on the IHSA web page.
 

Clarification of Procedures to be used Regarding the Restricted Area:
Penalty enforcement for this violation is to be handled in the following manner: 1st infraction is a warning, 2nd infraction is a 5-yard penalty to be administered from the succeeding spot, 3rd infraction is a 15-yard penalty to be administered as a dead-ball unsportsmanlike foul (succeeding spot), 4th infraction is a 15-yard penalty administered as a dead-ball unsportsmanlike foul (succeeding spot with the head coach being ejected for his second unsportsmanlike foul).  Do not handle Restricted Area Infractions in the same manner as you would fouls/infractions for a coach on the field (9-8-1i).  This penalty is assessed against the violator, i.e. the head coach, an assistant coach, trainer, or a non-player.  This infraction is an unsportsmanlike foul and is handled 1st by a sideline warning, 2nd infraction is a 5-yard penalty (succeeding spot), the 3rd infraction is a 15-yard unsportsmanlike foul administered from the succeeding spot, and the fourth infraction is a 15-yard penalty from the succeeding spot.  The second unsportsmanlike penalty requires the ejection of the head coach as he is to have control of his sidelines.  Review case book play 9.8.1 Situation F (two different types of unsportsmanlike fouls against the head coach.  (Coach ejection Requires a Report to the IHSA - Remember ejections are final and cannot be rescinded)
 

Horse collar tackle(9-4-3k):
This new rule will in all likely-hood not be seen or experienced very often.  When you observe this infraction, slow down and make sure all of the elements (grasping the inside side or back of the collar, and pulling and subsequently tackling the runner) are there before throwing your flag.  Know and understand this rule. Remember, if a teammate assists with the tackle in a conventional manner the grasping does not warrant a penalty.  When in doubt, error on the side of player safety.  Referee's remember, you are not to display the personal foul signal prior to or after the Horse Collar foul signal.  Simply demonstrate the horse collar signal.  This differs from what is provided in our manuals. If the horse collar tackle is completed beyond the sidelines or the goal line we have a personal foul (15 yards succeeding spot which could be administered on the try or subsequent kickoff if a touchdown is involved).  This foul does not qualify as a carry-over foul should there be an over-time period.

 

Equipment (1-5-1b, 1-5-1d, 1-5-1h):
Once again this year an emphasis has been made regarding "Illegal Equipment." Items such as sweatbands worn around the neck, a band worn around the bicep, sweatbands worn more than 3" above the thumb are illegal.  Look for pants that are worn above the knee, knee pads that have been altered or are not installed, jerseys that do not cover rib pads or come to the waist, and illegal towels.  All of these items (and there are many more) must be corrected or removed before a player can legally play.  Jersey infractions will require a report to the IHSA office (Special Report Forms).

 

Field Markings (1-2-3b "New Rule"):
Officials make sure you discuss in your pre-game the correct procedures for marking and measuring a first down should a school logo not conform to this new guideline.  Remember, if there is a problem with the center of the field logo, you are to discuss the procedure to be used with both coaches prior to the game (the procedure to be used is to kick the ball out to where the yard line can be seen for a measurement).  The IHSA office is to be notified should you encounter a logo that is not properly marked on the field.  (Special Report Form to the IHSA).

 

Scrimmage Kick Formation Changes (2-14-2a, 2b):
Discuss during your crew pre-game meeting the changes regarding "scrimmage kick formations."  Remember the two definitions 1) at least 7 yards deep with a player with his knee on the ground and a player in position to attempt a place kick, and 2) a player at least 10 yards deep in position to receive the long snap.  If a team is in punt formation on first, second, or third down, there is no numbering exception. On fourth down situations or a try, the numbering exception is allowed in both types of scrimmage kick formations.  This fourth down numbering exception has not changed from previous seasons.  On first, second, or third down, the numbering exception can be used as long the holder is seven yards deep and there is a player in position to attempt a place kick.  If Team A is in this formation they must have four players number 50-79.  The player wearing a number between 1-49 or 80-99 MUST SNAP THE BALL AND BE POSITIONED BETWEEN THE ENDS. With this rule change, the snapper is not protected in the shotgun formation unless there is a player in position to receive the snap who is either 7-yards deep with a holder/kicker in place, or 10-yards behind the LOS.  This is a good point to remind the coach of the change during your coach/crew pre-game meeting.

 

Mandatory Warm-up Period (3-1, 9-81):
This change will require the referee to not only instruct the time keeper of this change, but also remind the head coach the clock will immediately be reset with 3 minutes at the conclusion of halftime and started.  Failure to be on the field at the beginning or end of the half is a 15-yard unsportsmanlike penalty assessed to the head coach.  The crew is not responsible for advising the coaches that halftime is about to expire. Crew members, if you can see the team coming to the field that is close enough for not calling this foul.  

 

Period Not Extended (3-3-4a,b5):
A period shall not be extended for a safety or a play that involves accepting a penalty that includes loss of down.  Should you encounter a situation in which the last play of the quarter, or game the following procedures are to be used: End of a  quarter, you will switch ends for the free kick.  The game is not extended for an un-timed down following a safety on the last play of the game.  The game is not to be extended for any foul on the last play that involves a "loss of down' penalty(3-3-4b3), i.e. an illegal forward pass. 

 

As you can see we have a lot of significant rule changes this year.  Have your "A" game when you arrive which means you need to prepare before your game.  Have a good pre-game to refresh your memory about the rule changes and mechanics, take care of business in a professional, courteous manner, and have fun.  Relax, take time with your calls (see the whole play) and work as a unit.  Have a great game and season.  E-mail me at TRK19@aol.com ,or call me at one of the telephone numbers below with your rule questions, mechanics, or unusual plays
